2026 International Day’s Grand Marshal’s

James (Jim) and Vicki Kulow

The International Days Grand Marshal’s have dedicated their lives and have been defined by service,
leadership, hard work, and an unwavering commitment to the people of Carbon County. Together, they
embody the spirit of International Days by celebrating community, preserving local history, and inspiring
future generations. James Kulow who most know by RNJ (Real Nice Jimmy) was born in Castle Dale, UT.
He is a true Carbon County legend. Growing up in Kenilworth, he began working at the Kenilworth Store
at just 13 years old and has spent his lifetime contributing to the community he loves. His athletic
accomplishments are extraordinary. He was drafted from Carbon High into the Milwaukee Braves
organization in 1956 after receiving interest from the New York Yankees, the New York Giants, and the
Braves. He earned scholarships from BYU, Utah State University, Carbon College, Compton Junior
College, and Mesa Junior College for football, baseball, and academics. His athletic achievements began
long before professional baseball. He played American Legion baseball at age 12, years younger than
most players, earned All-Star honors in junior high basketball and baseball, was a two-time All-State
Legion player, won the junior pentathlon in ninth grade, earned All-State recognition in high school, and
was a starting player on a Western Region Junior College team that competed in the College World
Series. He was also named MVP of the 1967 All- Church Softball Tournament.

Jim’s contributions extend far beyond athletics. He has been an Equity Member of the Carbon Country
Club for decades, he began working there in 1949, and the pear tree he planted that same year still
stands proudly on Hole 5. He has been a three-time Carbon Country Club Champion and has generously
volunteered his time helping the local college golf team. He helped run the Coal Country Classic Golf
Tournament for 25 years, alongside Ellis Pierce where they earned approximately $300,000 of
scholarship money to College of Eastern Utah for students in Carbon and Emery County who were
interested in the energy field. He won the International Days Horseshoe Tournament in 1956 and not to
mention the three-legged raise, competed in local bowling leagues throughout his life, and is well known
for his love of hunting, wildlife conservation, gardening, and his famous homemade salsa.

His work ethic has benefited Carbon County for generations. When most were retiring at the age 62, he
started his career with Ellis Pierce for Pierce Oil for 25 years as Sales Manager finally retiring at age 87,
spent nine years as a coal miner at Soldier Creek Coal, helped construct the football fields in Helper and
East Carbon, assisted with building the Carbon Power Plant, sold insurance, owned a filter business, and
has always built long lasting friendships everywhere he worked in the community. He has been a member
of the Elks organization for more than 64 years and has been featured in the Sun Advocate and other
local newspapers countless times for his accomplishments and community involvement.

Vicki Rinaldi Kulow was born in Tooele, UT and was transplanted to Carbon County in 1977, thanks to Mr.
RNJ. Most days you will find her in her kitchen cooking and baking for her family and loved ones, which
most will say nothing compares to the goodies that come out of her kitchen. She has dedicated her life to
strengthening Carbon County through education, service, advocacy, and compassion. After moving to
Carbon County, she immediately became a driving force for positive change. She helped the founding of
the Clothing Closet along with Rebecca Mason and Brenda Addley where her motto was “giving a hand
up” to the community. Together they held a clothing drive initially collecting 532 coats and Vicki was
determined that stayed in the community and that is where the store front for the community clothing
closet began. Serving the community for over a decade while helping countless families in need. She
inspired students to volunteer, encouraged the creation of nonprofit organizations, and devoted herself to
building stronger connections throughout the community.

Her professional career at the College of Eastern Utah was more than a career; that is where she gained
her passion and was influenced by Kathy Murray for many of the community service involvement and
passion projects, she was involved in. Her career at CEU included serving as Purchasing and Shipping
Director, Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, and counselor for nontraditional students, particularly
women returning to school. She mentored countless students and faculty members, earning recognition



as the students’ Number One Professional Faculty member. She helped bridge the gap between the
college and the community while empowering women to pursue education and achieve their goals.

Vicki has also been a tireless advocate for women and victims. She is a trained Utah Victim Advocate,
volunteered extensively with Women Helping Women, supported survivors of domestic violence, served
with the Soroptimist organization, and worked on environmental and recycling initiatives that educated
elementary school students while helping establish the community’s paper recycling trailers through Vista
AmeriCorps which we still see in the community today Her service extends even further. She worked for
the U.S. Forest Service as a fire dispatcher, coordinating meals, lodging, and support for firefighters. She
volunteers with the Greek Festival, participated in numerous Vista AmeriCorps projects, and has helped
raise more than one million dollars through breast cancer walkathons and fundraisers. As a two-time
breast cancer survivor, she has transformed her personal challenges into hope and encouragement for
countless others. Her educational accomplishments are equally remarkable. While working full time she
earned degrees from the College of Eastern Utah and Utah State University in psychology, sociology,
family counseling, and history, using her education to uplift others throughout her career.

Together, Jim and Vicki Kulow have spent their lives serving Carbon County. They have traveled the
world, yet their hearts have always remained in this community. They have volunteered together at the
Community Clothing Closet, supported countless charitable causes, and were recognized in the
newspaper as the “Classiest Soldier Creek Couple.” Everywhere they go, they are greeted by friends,
former students, coworkers, athletes, neighbors, and families whose lives they have touched.

Their legacy is not measured simply by awards or accomplishments, but by the many people they have
encouraged, mentored, served, and inspired. They represent the history, generosity, resilience, and
community pride that make Carbon County special. More than anything James and Vicki truly believe all
that they have accomplished in life and in their service has nothing to do with them but more the groups
and people around them that have helped make their successes be possible.



